President's Message
My warm greetings to all the members of our esteemed association SWA!
I take this opportunity to address my fellow members and colleagues with lots of mixed emotions,
I am happy that our term is coming to end. At the same time, I am sad because of the pandemic we
could not hold elections in 2020. I am pained because the entire world went through such a
traumatic time. Some of us lost our near and dear ones to the Covid – 19.
So many of us lost jobs and work stopped., payments got stuck. We suffered and yet fought back
and survived. Covid – 19 scare is not over yet especially in our state of Maharashtra and Mumbai
are still in the grip of pandemic. Gatherings are not allowed, seniors like me are advised to stay at
home for the sake of safety. Yes, vaccination has started but no one has any idea when the things
will return to normal.
These are the reasons we are forced to hold AGM and elections online. My humble request to all
the members is to take part in AGM and vote in the election. One good thing about e-voting is that
a member can vote from wherever he is whether in India or abroad.
I am happy because of the technology we will be able to conduct the AGM and Elections online. At
the same time, I am sad because we will not meet personally, there will not be hugs and
handshakes, not eating and sharing our lunch together.
I am frustrated, helpless, angry and sad by reason, since the last six months we have faced major
issues with our website. These issues were beyond our control, pandemic added to the problems
causing further delays due to shortage of manpower. The registration process got delayed,
anything and everything that can go wrong went wrong. Our staff, office bearers and IT contractor
have been trying everything to put things right but during those terrible days’ members have
suffered and they were angry. They have all the reason to be angry with SWA and EC.
My sincere apologies to all of you.
For the last 10 years we are trying to get producers, TV channels and now OTT platforms to sign a
minimum basic contract with us. Even after so many years we haven’t achieved that yet.
I, as a president of SWA take full responsibility and my apology for the same.
Please do not forget to vote. Take care and stay safe.
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